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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TEACHING VOCABULARY THROUGH PICTURE 




The objective of this research was tofind out the effectiveness of the use of 
picture in teaching vocabulary to the grade VIII students of SMP Negeri 6 
Palu. This research applied true-experimental research design with 60 
students as sample. It was selected by using a random sampling technique. 
The population was 300 students which were divided into 10 classes. The 
instrument of data collection was a test divided into pre-test and post-test. 
The data gathered were analyzed statistically. The researcher computed t-
counted in order to know the significant difference of the students’ knowledge 
after they had finished getting the treatment.  The result shows that the t-
counted (2.76) was higher than t-table (2.000). It can be concluded that the 
research hypothesis was accepted.In other words, the use of picture can 
effectively improve the teaching of vocabulary of grade VIII students of 
SMP Negeri 6 Palu. 
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Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan keefektifan penggunaan 
gambar dalam pengajaran kosa kata pada siswa kelas VIII SMP Negeri 6 
Palu.Penelitian menggunakan model true-experimental dengan 60 siswa 
sebagai sampel. Itu dipilih dengan menggunakan teknik random sampling. 
Populasi dalam penelitian ini 300 siswa yang dibagi menjadi 10 kelas. Alat 
yang digunakan dalam mengumpulkan data dalam penelitian ini yaitu test 
yang dibagi antara pre test dan post test. Peneliti menghitung t-counted 
agar mengetahui perbedaan yang signifikan dari pengetahuan siswa setelah 
mereka selesai mendapatkan treatment. Hasil menunjukan bahwa t-counted 
(2.76) lebih besar dibandingkan dengan t-table (2.000). dapat disimpulkan 
bahwa hipotesis dalam penelitian ini diterima. Dengan kata lain, 
penggunaan gambar dapat berhasil dengan menggembangkan pengajaran 
kosa kata di siswakelas VIII SMP Negeri 6 Palu. 
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Language is used to communicate ideas, thoughts and experiences. People can express 
their ideas, thoughts or experiences if they have known the vocabulary of a language. It is 
impossible for us to communicate without mastering vocabulary of a language. A study of 
language includes the four skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. These 
skills have to be mastered by the students. These skills become the requirements for the 
students to master English very well. These skills also have to be balance because each skill 
influences one another. There are language components such as vocabulary, pronunciation, 
and grammar. Language component is important to be mastered by the students. The students 
have to practice all those skills which cannot be separated from each other. The students may 
be able to use English in communication better if they master all those language component. 
Vocabulary is one basic component to develop English. It plays important roles to 
support other language skills such as listening, speaking reading, and writing. Hiebert&Kamil 
(2005:3) describe generally vocabulary is the knowledge of meaning of words. Vocabulary 
used to express ideas, feeling or think or information to people clearly. In other words 
vocabulary is important in doing communication both of spoken and written. It represents 
complex and, often, multiple meaning. Furthermore, these complexes, multiple meaning of 
words need to be understood in the context of other words. 
Vocabulary is very important in doing communication both of spoken and written 
forms. According to Thornbury (2002:25), vocabulary development has to take its place at the 
center of the curriculum because it is foundation to all academic achievement. It makes 
English as a foreign language that they learned since elementary school and as one of 
language that the learners must learn in school. It is very fundamental in the interaction. 
There are many researchers who have studied vocabulary. One of them was Lutfin 
(2012) entitled “Increasing Vocabulary Mastery of the Seventh Grade Students at SMPN 2 
Tanantovea through Picture. The result of his research shows that using picture can increase 
the students’ vocabulary in noun, adjective and verb. 
Furthermore, a similar study was also conducted by Darmia (2011). The research was 
about “Improving Vocabulary Mastery of the Seventh Year Students at SMP Negeri 1 
Tawaeli through Picture”. The result of her research showed that the use of picture in the class 
improved students’ vocabulary mastery in noun and verb using the words. This means that 
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picture can improve classroom atmosphere, making the situation more alive, improving 
students’ confidence, motivation, and involvement in English class. 
In the teaching learning process the students are influenced by the way the teacher 
presents their instructional material. The students need something fun and enjoyable. By using 
suitable method, the lesson will be more interesting, effective and efficient. According to 
Hiebert&Kamil (2005) in their book, using picture is one of the techniques in teaching 
vocabulary. Picture plays an important role as an alternative teaching aid in teaching English. 
The use of picture is an excellent technique to help students understand various aspect of 
foreign language. Through pictures students could be easier to understand what a teacher 
presents. 
According to Downing (2006:16), English vocabulary is classified grammatically 
according to terminological traditionally. There are two classifications of word classes or 
parts of speech, as open class and close class. The open class include as follow; noun, verb, 
adjective, and adverb; otherwise, the close class include as follow; preposition, conjunction, 
pronoun, and determiner. Similarly Thornbury (2002:3) states that English word fall in two of 
eight different word classes. Those are: noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, prepositions, 
conjunction, and interjection. 
Colman (2005:8) adds a noun is the name of something: a thing or a person, or a place, 
or even a feeling or a state of mind. For the example; man, conference, book, work, coffee, 
Saturday, Jessica, office, girl, boy, bed, etc. similarly, Huddleston &Pullum (2005:83) state 
that noun category includes words denoting all kinds of physical objects (people, animals, 
places, things) and substances. 
Verb expresses action, events, process activities, etc. Competent sentence must contain 
at least one verb, for example: run, read, wash, dance sweep, sing, write, etc. DeCapua 
(2008:121) states verb expresses what the subject does or describes something about the state 
or condition of the subject. Dykes (2007:41) also add that verbs are doing, being or having 
words and a verb needs a noun (or a pronoun) in front of it for it to make sense. Verb is 
seriously important; it was caused by there is no way to have a sentence without them. 
Adjective is defined as a word that gives more explanation about noun or pronoun. 
Adjective can be used before noun. According to Jackson (2005:18) adds that adjectives 
denote: size (large, small, etc.), color (blue, red, etc.), shape (oblong, square, etc.), appearance 
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(pretty, etc.), evaluation (commendable, etc.), and so on, while Dykes (2007:53) argues in the 
grammatical sense, adjective means to add the characteristics of something. 
An adverb is a word used to modify any part of speech except noun or pronoun. Leech 
(2006:7) states, “Adverbs are a major class of words, mainly consisting of words which 
modify verbs, adjectives and other.” In addition Strumpf and Douglas (1999:97) argue, 
“Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Those statements mean 
that adverb can be qualify verb, adjectives, or other adverbs and can modify parts of speech 
except noun and pronoun. 
A pronoun is often defined as word which can be used instead of noun. People use 
pronoun very often, so that we do not have keep on repeating a noun. According to Jackson 
(2005:17), pronouns mainly substitute for nouns and include: the personal pronouns (I, me, 
mine, etc.), reflexive pronouns (myself, ourselves, themselves, himself, etc.), indefinite 
pronouns (everybody, nothing, etc.), relative pronouns (who, whose, which, etc). 
According to Jackson (2005:18), a preposition is a word placed before or aftera noun or 
pronoun equivalent which connect it with the rest of the sentence for example, in the garden, 
under the sofa, after the lecture, because of the delay, during the night. Prepositions are 
words, usually small, that typically indicate information about direction, location, or time. 
A conjunction is a linking word such as and, or, but. Conjunctions are used to connect 
two words, sentences, phrases or clauses together. A conjunction may link two or more than 
two words or sentences. Conjunctions join elements, mainly clauses, together in a sentence; 
they include: and, or, but; while, whereas, although, if, that, when, so that, because, etc. 
(Jackson, 2005:18). 
An interjection is a word or group of words used to express strong feeling. It can be an 
actual word or merely a sound and is followed by an exclamation mark (!) or a comma. It 
does not have complex grammatical relation with any other words in the sentence and 
spontaneously saying. According to Strumpf and Douglas (1999:97), “Interjections are words 
that express strong feelings or grab attention.” Moreover, Leech (2006:57) states “A word 
which has a purely exclamatory function.” Interjections do not refer to anything, but simply 
express the speaker’s emotion or wish. 
Picture is a visual aid in teaching and learning process to help both teacher and learners 
to understand the topic being discussed easily. Teacher can prepare some picture and ask the 
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students to guess. Students sometimes find differently in learning the meaning of new words. 
The teacher can help them by using some basic techniques. One of them is demonstration of 
picture in which she or he can explain the meaning of new words. Picture also makes students 
easy to catch the ideas from the material taught clearly. 
Pictures are useful to focus the students’ attention to imagine on what the text says. 
Pictures are not ambiguous; a picture should contain only what the word means. Using picture 
is also an effort to help students to understand and comprehend something clearly and easily. 
However, teaching using pictures have an important role in the understanding. It means that 
using picture can be a good technique in teaching English vocabulary to the children. 
The criteria of picture are propose by Allen (183:34); 
1. Picture must be good, interesting, clear, easy understood, quite big good to show the 
detail things. 
2. Something describe in the picture must be enough important and appropriate to the learn 
problems learn. 
3. Picture must be authentic 
Picture must be appropriate with the objective. 
The Criteria of the pictures above should be considered by teacher before presenting 
vocabulary material. The researcher believed that the teacher who follows those criteria can 
successfully reach the process of teaching and learning. 
In teaching learning process the teacher can use technique as visual aid. In this research, 
the researcher used the picture technique in teaching. Hill (1990:1) listed several advantages 
of pictures, such as availability (one can get them in any magazines, on the internet, etc.); they 
are cheap, often free; they are personal (teacher selects them); flexibility - easily kept, useful 
for various types of activities (drilling, comparing, etc.), they are “always fresh and different”, 
which means they come in a variety of formats and styles and moreover the learner often 
wonders what comes next.Besides giving advantages to use in class teaching, picture has also 
disadvantages are; picture not depict motion as film does. Picture can seem uninteresting to 
pupils if the picture is not unique. Another disadvantage of picture is depicting a specific 
purpose that may be difficult to locate. 
In using pictures, the teacher and the students create an event in the classroom. The 
activities described have intrinsic interest of the students, when they are exploring, 
expressing, playing and using language as a natural part of this activity. Wright (1992:147) 
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describes that picture as a part of an event and the event as a whole highlight the meaning of 
the new language. He adds that picture can not only play a key role in motivating students, 
contextualizing the language they are using, giving them a reference, and helping to discipline 
the activity but also increase the degree of interaction between students and the consequent 
sense of purpose in using language. Then he suggests the teacher to create the picture himself 
or adopt it from some resources like newspaper, magazines, advertisements, brochures, 
catalogues, calendars, cards, posters, comics, cantons, photographs, stamps, wrapping paper, 
or photocopying. 
Chodidjah (2007:21) agrees that pictures as a teaching media can be used effectively to 
show the meaning of new vocabulary to the students. She suggests to; (1) stick figures like 
simple pictures of verbs or adjective; (2) draw on the board; (3) use real object in the 
classroom; (4) use pictures for teaching vocabulary; (5) use miming to confirm the meaning; 
(6) act an expression; (7) give an example; and (8) use flashcard. 
There are some steps in teaching vocabulary through picture. Wright (1992: 2) gives 
examples on the role of pictures in the teaching of meaning such as: 
1. Teacher describes about theme by using picture. 
2. Teacher introduced some nouns, verbs and adjectives to the student through pictures.  
3. Teacher made a simple sentence based on picture. 
4. Teacher taught the sound of something by picture. He /she showed a picture then tries to 
imitate the sound of it, after that the student repeat it. 
5. Teacher showed the picture and then the students guess what the picture mean 
6. Students made a simple sentence by using picture 
After giving the treatment to the students, the researcher expected that the students would 
know vocabulary about the theme. 
The researcher identifies by observation that English is a difficult material at Grade VIII 
Students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu because foreign language differ to pronounce the word in 
Indonesia and the student do not know the meaning in English. The students get difficulty to 
construct the sentence, and to speak English. These are caused by the lack of vocabulary. 
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By seeing the problem above, the researcher formulated the objective of this research 
that to find out the effectiveness of the use of picture in teaching vocabulary to the grade VIII 
students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu. The researcher also formulates a research question as follows: 
Is the uses of picture effectively improve Vocabulary mastery of Grade VIII students of SMP 
Negeri 6 Palu? 
 
METHOD 
In conducting this research, the researcher used true experimental research design. This 
research was conducted based on the following research design proposed by Sukmadinata 
(2008:204) as follows: 
 group pre-test treatment post-test 
 A (experimental group)          O                   X                       O 
 B (control group)          O                                             O 
The population of this research is grade eight students of SMP Negeri 6 Paluwhich has 
ten classes they are VIII A, VIII B,  VIII C, VIII D, VIII E, VIII F, VIII G, VIII H, VIII I, and 
VIII J. 
Sample is a selected number of individuals for a study in such a way that the individual 
represent the larger group from which they are selected (Gay, 1996). The sample can be 
selected from a larger group of persons, identified as the population, or simply refer to the 
group of subjects in which data are gathered. The sample of the researcher selected randomly. 
The researcher used random sampling technique. The population is homogeneous or having 
the same ability in comprehending a reading passage. The researcher followed these 
procedures in deciding the experimental and control group. First, the researcher provided five 
small papers and wrote down the name of the class. Then the papers were roll. The roll papers 
which fall down were the samples. To determine the control and experimental group, the 
researcher chose the first dropped paper as experimental group and the second one as the 
control group. 
Creswell (2009:50) “Variable is a variation object of the study. There are two types of 
variables: dependent variable and independent variable. Dependent variable is the response or 
the criterion variable that is presumed to be caused by or influence the independent treatment 
or independent variable.” The independent variable is selected by researcher to determine the 
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relationship with the dependent variable. Based on the title of this research, the dependent 
variable is students’ vocabulary, while the independent variable is using picture. 
The instrument that the researcher used in this research was test comprising multiple 
choice and match tests which consisted of 15 items in which each correct answer scored one. 
Therefore the maximum score is 30. The purpose of testing the students was to know 
students’ ability about vocabulary, especially in noun, verb and adjective. 
 
Table 1. the scoring system  














Jumlah 30  30 
 
The individual score of the students was computed by using the formula recommended 
by Purwanto (1991: 102): 
Np  = R x 100 
  SM 
Where: NP = average score 
 R  = obtained score 
 SM = maximum score 
 100 = fixed score 
 
 After getting the individual students’ score, the researcher computed the mean score of 
each group by using formula from Sarwono (2006:140) as follows: 
 




   
Where: M  = mean score 
  N  = total number of students  
  ∑ 𝒙 = obtained score 
 
 To find out the result or the effect of the treatment, the researcher used the formula 
proposed by Arikunto (2006:312) as follows: 
 e-journal of English Language Teaching Society |(ELTS) 9 
 














Mx :mean of experimental group 
My : mean of control group 
Ʃx : sum of square deviation of experimental group 
Ʃy : sum of square deviation of control group 
Nx : number of experimental group 




The researcher gave pre-test to the experimental group and control group. She counted 
the mean score of the students by applying formula which is proposed previously. The mean 
score of the experimental group was 67.11 and the control group was 68.78.  
From the representation above, the highest score of experimental group was 80.00 and 
the lowest score was 60.00. In control group, the highest score of the student was 80.00 and 
the lowest score was 63.33.  
After giving the treatment, the researcher gave them the second test which is called 
post-test. It was used to know the progress of the students after the treatment. This test was 
given to the experimental and control groups.  
The mean score of experimental group was 90.22 and control group was 82.44. There is 
a significant progress between pre-test and post test in experimental group. In other words, the 
students could improve their ability in pronunciation after the treatment. 
After calculating the mean score of the students’ pre-test and post-test, the researcher 
computed the deviation of the students’ score in both pre-test and post-test. 
The mean score deviation of the experimental group was 23.11 and the square deviation 
was 16404.42. 
The mean score deviation of the control group was 13.67 and the square deviation was 
6227.11. 
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After calculating the mean score of the students’ pre-test and post-test, the researcher 
computed the deviation of the students’ score in both pre-test and post-test. The result of the 
experimental group was 23.11 while the control group was 13.67. Then, the researcher 
computed the t-test in order to know the significant difference of the students’ knowledge 
before and after the treatment. Here, the researcher found that there was an effectiveness of 
the technique that was used by her. It can be seen in the result that the t-counted (2.76) was 
higher than the t-table (2.000) and the significance of the research was 2.76. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The researcher used true experimental research. There are 2 classes which are the 
sample of the research. It is class B as experimental group and class E as control group. In 
collecting the data of the research, the researcher conducted test namely pre-test and post-test. 
She used two kinds of test. There were multiple choice and match tests. These tests consisted 
of 15 items for each. It was conducted before and after the treatment. 
Before the researcher gave the treatment, she gave pre-test to both classes. It was used 
to know the students’ prior knowledge about vocabulary. The percentage of students who got 
the highest score was 80.00 or 3.3% students in experimental group and the percentage of the 
students who got the lowest score was 60.33or 3.3% students. While the percentage of 
students who got the highest score was 80.00 or 10% students in control group and the 
percentage of students who got the lowest score was or 63.33 or 36.67% students.In doing the 
pre-test, the students lack vocabulary. Furthermore, the researcher needed to give treatment to 
the students to know the progress of each student before they got post-test. 
After getting the students score in pre-test, the researcher gave treatment to the students. 
She used picture to teach vocabulary. Chodidjah (2007:21)agrees that pictures as a teaching 
media can be used effectively to show the meaning of new vocabulary to the students. In 
doing treatment, the researcher described about theme by using picture. Then she introduced 
some nouns, verbs and adjectives to the student through pictures. After that, she made a 
simple sentence based on picture. Next, she taught the sound of something by picture. He /she 
shows a picture then tries to imitate the sound of it, after that the student repeat it. Then, she 
showed the picture and then the students guess what the picture mean. Finally, students made 
a simple sentence by using picture. 
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After conducting the treatment, the researcher gave post-test to the students.In 
experimantal groups’ post-test the percentage of students who got the highest score was 
100.00 or 6.67% students and the lowest score was 80.00 or 10% students. Then, the 
percentage of students who got the highest score was 93.33 or 13.33% students in control 
group and the percentage of students who got the lowest score was or 73.33 or 13.33% 
students.By seeing at the result, the researcher found thatthe use of picture can effectively 
improve the students’ vocabulary.  
Some researchers have done their research by using the same media and the results were 
successful. Darmia (2011) used picture to improve students’ vocabulary mastery. The result 
of her research showed that the use of picture in the class improved students’ vocabulary 
mastery in noun and verb using the words. picture can improve classroom atmosphere, 
making the situation more alive, improving students’ confidence, motivation, and 
involvement in English class. 
 
CONCLUSION 
After discussing and analyzing the data statistically in the previous chapter, finally the 
researcher concludes that the result of the data analyzes indicates that the hypothesis of this 
research is accepted. It can be seen from t-counted 2.76 is higher that the t-table 2.000. 
Thereforethe use of picture can effectively improve the teaching of vocabulary of grade VIII 
students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu. 
The researcher would like to give some suggestions for those who are involved in 
English learning process. English teacher should use varies activities or strategies in teaching 
to overcome the students boredom and making class a live especially in learning vocabulary 
that usually make bored the students. By using picture in teaching learning process, the 
teacher can make the class will not run in boring atmosphere and the students will enjoy 
learning English. The various strategies that are applied by the teacher can motivate the 
students to learn and give comfortable feeling during the class activities. The teacher can use 
pictures to teach vocabulary for the high-motivated students. 
The next suggestion is for reader. reader can make this research as their reference in the 
material about vocabulary. This research may help for reader who concerned about 
vocabulary. 
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Finally, the researcher wants to give suggestion to the other researchers. This study is 
just one effort in improving the students’ vocabulary, the researcher hopes that this research 
will be useful to conduct the other research on the similar problems. 
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